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in various ways, through such third persons, to get an interview with me, and at one time called me on the telephone for such purpose, but I declined to see him, and during the autumn and winter of 1902 and the winter of 1903 I had several calls on the telephone from Mr. La-mar; but my answer through the messenger announcing the call was that I was too much engaged to talk with him. Some time in January, 1903, Mr. Lauterbach approached a mutual friend, a man of high standing and well known, and made to him statements which made him believe that it would be for my interest to take the matter up; and he telephoned and requested an interview with me. At the interview he explained to me that Lauterbach had said to him that Mr. Keene represented a pool holding about 170,000 or 175,000 shares [of Southern Pacific stock] and that Mr. Keene himself held about 70,000 shares; that they contemplated action which would make us a great deal of trouble and might be disastrous to our interests (especially laying stress upon the large expenditures we were making upon the Central Pacific portion of the Southern Pacific properties) unless we purchased such shares from them; that he would sell the pool shares at about 70 and his own shares at about 78.   I explained to this friend that there was nothing in the situation which we had to fear from those people, or in the management of the company, which would justify any criticism or objection upon the part of any stockholders, and that I certainly would not be forced by fear of anything they might do into recommending a course which would be adverse to the interests of the general body of stockholders of the Southern Pacific.   I had two interviews with this friend on this subject, substantially as above stated, he in the second interview having informed me that he had communicated what I had said to Mr. Lauterbach. Since that time there have been several attempts made by Mr.